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LTC Bowers gave his life in an effort to im-

prove the lives of others. This has been evi-
dent throughout his entire career and this sac-
rifice should never be forgotten. LTC Bowers, 
along with so many other brave men and 
women, put their lives on the line day in and 
day out. My sincere thanks go out to them all. 
God bless them, and may God continue to 
bless America.
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Wednesday, September 29, 2004

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Joseph E. Blanch, a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 418, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Joseph has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
course of the years that Joseph has been in-
volved with Scouting, he has earned numer-
ous merit badges and served in a wide range 
of important positions. 

For his Eagle Scout project, Joseph orga-
nized the production and installation of a much 
need kiosk information both Hodge Park’s Liv-
ing History Museum in Kansas City, Missouri. 
This was no small task, as the total hours in-
volved in this project totaled in excess of 260. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Joseph E. Blanch for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, it gives me great 
pleasure to rise and congratulate a good 
friend and fellow public servant, Jacqueline 
Noonan, as she receives the 2004 Alexander 
Macomb ‘‘Woman of the Year’’ Award from 
the March of Dimes. 

Jacqueline Noonan was raised in Avon 
Township, now Rochester Hills. She grad-
uated from Rochester High School and grad-
uated from Oakland University with a Bach-
elor’s degree in Secondary Education. Jackie 
began teaching after graduating while con-
tinuing to work on her Master’s degree at Oak-
land University. She and her husband, Jerry, 
became part of Utica, where they thoroughly 
enjoyed ‘‘small’’ town life with their five chil-
dren: Christopher, Jbrome, Catherine, Melissa 
and Tracy. 

In 1968, Jackie and Jerry turned their atten-
tion to owning and operating a family busi-
ness, Noonan’s Inc., which they did for 21 
years. As their children entered Utica Commu-
nity Schools, Jackie began her 24-year tenure 
as a volunteer in the school system and 

served in almost every imaginable position 
from Enrollment Advisory Board member to 
Picture Lady. 

Jackie Noonan was elected to Utica’s City 
Council in 1981 and was named Business-
woman of the Year by the Utica Business and 
Professional Women’s Club. She also returned 
to Oakland University and earned a Master’s 
Degree in Public Administration in 1988. 

Jackie Noonan was elected to the position 
of Mayor of Utica in 1987. In Utica, a city of 
some 5000 residents, the Mayor is also the 
Chief Executive Officer and is ultimately re-
sponsible for all services and functions of city 
government. During her tenure, Ms. Noonan 
researched and developed the famous 425 
agreement; this intergovernmental agreement 
saved Utica from dissolution and brought 
about a sharing of resources and services be-
tween several communities. 

In 1989, Ms. Noonan assumed the role of 
spokesperson for Macomb County Traffic 
Safety Association’s school level ‘‘Don’t Drink 
and Drive’’ alcohol education program, and in 
1991, she returned to the role of educator with 
the Utica Community Schools. Certified to 
teach all levels of French and social studies, 
she is currently a full time faculty member at 
Eisenhower High School. 

Jackie Noonan is currently serving her ninth 
consecutive term as Mayor of Utica, is the 
past chair of the Macomb County Mayors’ As-
sociation, and serves on a variety of boards 
and commissions locally and statewide. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing a terrific public servant, a won-
derful community activist, Jackie Noonan, for 
her devotion to her community and her 
achievements as a positive and accomplished 
role model to her family, friends, and neigh-
bors. It has been my pleasure to work with 
Mayor Noonan on numerous local issues, es-
pecially those related to M 59, and call her a 
friend.
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Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, since the 
end of the Spanish-American War in 1898, the 
island of Guam, whose residents I have the 
privilege of representing here in Congress, 
has been a territory of the United States and 
a part of the American family. The Department 
of the Navy administered the U.S. Territory of 
Guam from the time the island was ceded to 
the United States under the terms of the Trea-
ty of Paris until December 8, 1941, when, dur-
ing World War II, Imperial Japanese military 
forces attacked, invaded and then occupied 
Guam. The attack on Guam occurred only 
hours following the December 7, 1941, Japa-
nese bombing of Pearl Harbor in Hawaii, at 
the time also a territory of the United States; 
the different dates owing to the International 
Date Line. 

The enemy occupation of Guam lasted ap-
proximately two-and-a-half years, from De-
cember 10, 1941 until July 21, 1944. The oc-
cupation was a time of tremendous hardship 

for the Chamorro people, the indigenous peo-
ple of Guam. The people of Guam, who were 
U.S. nationals at the time, remained stead-
fastly loyal to the United States. Residents of 
the island, who numbered approximately 
22,000, were subjected to forced labor, forced 
marches and deprivation at the hands of an 
enemy corroborating with the Axis forces. In 
the weeks prior to liberation, which came on 
July 21, 2004, the brutality of the occupying 
army increased with severe beatings and pub-
lic executions. Groups of Chamorro men, 
women, and children were herded into caves 
on separate occasions and massacred. The 
entire population was forced to march to sev-
eral internment camps in the southern part of 
the island. 

On July 21, 1944, units of the 3rd Marine 
Division, 77th Army Infantry Division and 1st 
Marine Provisional Brigade, comprising a total 
force of roughly 55,000 service members, 
stormed the shores of Asan and Agat in 
southern Guam beginning the campaign to lib-
erate the only American community to have 
been occupied by a foreign power since the 
War of 1812. Thirteen consecutive days of 
heavy naval and air bombardment preceded 
the landing of U.S. forces to weaken Japa-
nese defense of the island. 

Intense and fierce combat between the U.S. 
forces and the entrenched Japanese Army, 
which numbered 18,500 men, continued until 
August 10, 1944, when organized resistance 
ended and the U.S. forces seized control of 
the island. The Battle for Guam was marked 
by combat on difficult terrain against a well-
prepared enemy. The Japanese defended the 
island from positions located in caves, tunnels, 
and from pillboxes situated on the beaches, 
cliffs, and hillsides overlooking the invasion 
beaches. Today, these beaches and many of 
these defensive positions are preserved within 
the War in the Pacific National Historical Park, 
established by Congress in 1978 (Public Law 
95–348). This Park is the only site in the Na-
tional Park System that honors the bravery 
and sacrifices of all individuals, service mem-
bers and civilians, who experienced World 
War II in the Pacific Theater. 

Over 1,100 Chamorros died as a result of 
the occupation of Guam, and every Chamorro 
endured one form or another of brutality, in-
cluding personal injury, forced labor, forced 
march or internment during the occupation. 
Approximately 1,800 U.S. Marines, Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen and Coast Guardsmen were 
killed in action during the Battle for Guam. 
There were over 8,000 U.S. casualties. The 
Japanese suffered over 17,500 casualties, the 
large majority of which ended in death. 

Today, Guam remains a territory of the 
United States. Congress extended U.S. citi-
zenship to the people of Guam after World 
War II in 1950 (Public Law 81–630). Guam’s 
current economy is largely tied to the Japa-
nese economy given the proximity of the two 
and the importance of Japanese tourism to the 
island. The one million Japanese tourists the 
people of Guam welcome each year is a tes-
tament to the peace and friendship that has 
emerged between the United States and 
Japan since the end of World War II. The peo-
ple of Guam remain an important part of this 
international friendship. 

H. Res. 737 recognizes the Liberation of 
Guam on the occasion of the 60th Anniver-
sary. In doing so, the resolution calls attention 
to the unique experience endured by the peo-
ple of Guam and the extraordinary heroism 
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displayed by the U.S. service members who 
took part in the battle to recapture Guam. The 
resolution further encourages the American 
people to commemorate the Liberation of 
Guam and to observe the anniversary of the 
battles of the Pacific Theater during World 
War II. Lastly, the resolution requests the Sec-
retary of the Interior to establish commemora-
tive programs honoring the liberators and the 
people of Guam at the War in the Pacific Na-
tional Historical Park. These commemorations, 
which precede the commemorations next year 
of the 60th Anniversary of the end of the War 
in the Pacific, give context to the extensive 
and difficult Pacific campaign. 

I believe this Congressional recognition of 
the Liberation of Guam will enhance public un-
derstanding of and appreciation for the occu-
pation experience of the people of Guam and 
the heroism of the liberators who took part in 
the battle to recapture Guam. I want to draw 
attention to the commendable efforts of the 
National Park Service, and, specifically, the ef-
forts led by the personnel at the War in the 
Pacific National Historical Park, that have 
been made to date in the development of pro-
grams to commemorate the Liberation of 
Guam. These efforts notably include the re-
cent enhancement of the Park’s official Web 
site that now provides Internet access to many 
historical publications and approximately 700 
historical photographs. These efforts are im-
portant in the absence of a restored museum 
and visitor contact facility following Super-
typhoon Pongsona, which damaged Park 
property in December 2002. I encourage the 
continuation and expansion of such efforts 
consistent with the Park’s mission. I also en-
courage a concerted effort to seek input from 
residents of Guam and veterans of World War 
II in the development of these and future com-
memorative programs. 

Today, the Liberation of Guam is one of the 
most important commemorations held annually 
on the island. Liberation Day on Guam is a 
time of remembrance and celebration. The 
people of Guam commemorate the sacrifices 
of those who endured the occupation and 
those who gave their lives to liberate the is-
land, and we celebrate the triumph of our peo-
ple over adversity and oppression. As we 
move forward from July 21, 2004 to the 61st 
Anniversary on July 21, 2005, it is my hope 
we all reflect on our freedom and remember 
the sacrifices of those that came before us. I 
know this House has long been reminded of 
the Guam story. My predecessors, Mr. Won 
Pat, Mr. Blaz, and Mr. Underwood, would 
often take to the floor to speak to this body 
about the significance of Guam’s role in World 
War II, the greatest conflict of the last century. 
Through their efforts the story of Guam’s oc-
cupation and liberation has found its place in 
the national history of World War II. I, like 
they, seek to protect this history, to educate 
our country about our experience, and to bring 
appropriate and due recognition for our people 
and our veterans.

IN RECOGNITION OF RICHARD 
HOPKINS 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2004

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, on 
Sept. 11, 2004, teens from around the Third 
District gathered on the campus of Jackson-
ville State University to remember the events 
of 9/11, and to reflect on the impact of those 
events on their life today. 

One of the speakers that day was Richard 
Hopkins, an eleventh grade student at the 
Donoho School in Anniston. In honor of his 
words and in recognition of his gift for writing, 
I am placing his entire speech in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD so that others may have 
the opportunity to hear his thoughts about that 
fateful day. 

The text of his speech is as follows. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker, for the House’s attention to 
this important matter.
‘‘BEYOND THE SHEER LOSS OF LIFE, WHY WAS 

THIS SO IMPORTANT?’’ 
(By Richard Hopkins) 

‘‘This portion of our program will focus on 
the importance, beyond the sheer loss of life, 
of the 9/11 attacks and their aftermath. 
There were a number of significant shifts in 
policy and attitude in several major areas of 
American life in response to the September 
11th attacks. One of those areas concerns the 
American populace as a whole, and I will 
briefly talk about the changes and reactions 
amongst American citizens. I will begin by 
focusing first on the general population of 
Americans, and then moving on specifically 
to teenagers. 

‘‘In the wake of the September 11th at-
tacks, America’s emotional spectrum was a 
kaleidoscope of mixed and contrasting feel-
ings. People were confused, angry, hurt, sad, 
lonely, shocked, and grim. At the same time, 
feelings like hope, brotherhood, community 
unity, and national pride began to come to 
the fore. Since the closing of the Cold War, 
a sort of Pax Americana had come into exist-
ence. Americans more or less felt safe and se-
cure within their own borders, and unaware 
of any problems around the world. This is 
not saying that Americans were indifferent 
to what was happening abroad, merely that 
these events did not fully emerge into the 
everyday public consciousness. Instead, 
Americans began to focus inward in facing 
their own dilemmas and social issues. For-
eign policy and the issues that stem from it 
became abstract considerations to the aver-
age American citizen. They would occasion-
ally read something in the newspaper, watch 
something in the news, or hear something on 
the radio that briefly aroused their interest, 
but only in a displaced and quickly passing 
manner. Even when events directly involved 
the United States, Americans could not 
bring themselves to become too concerned, 
because they couldn’t quite grasp how these 
happenings directly linked to themselves, 
their livelihoods, and impacted upon their 
everyday lives. They had no conscious 
awareness of why it should matter to them. 
This is not intended as an attack upon the 
American people, merely, it is an observa-
tion of how to them, everything might as 
well have been placed in a white and murky 
fog, because they had nothing tangible with 
which they could relate their lives to. 

‘‘What happened on September 11th 
changed all of that. No longer were Ameri-
cans dealing with distant facts, of attacks 
and kidnappings happening elsewhere, far 

away. No longer did they have to consider 
something that they couldn’t relate to their 
lives. No longer were the problems to be 
faced abroad, but instead, they were to be 
faced within our very own national borders. 
Instead, they were forced to confront ugly 
facts that affected their lives in every way. 
Not since the attack on Peal Harbor during 
World War II, or more recently, the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, has there been such a clear 
cut and direct threat to American lives and 
properties at home. Air travel has become 
increasingly restricted. Security at public 
and federal locations has been stepped up. 
New laws and regulations have been passed, 
while new organizations with new respon-
sibilities have been created. The economy 
has fluctuated, and the prices of everyday 
goods and services have gone with it. Wher-
ever one looks, one can see the direct im-
pacts of what happened on September 11th. 
This is what caused the incredible turmoil in 
the post 9/11 environment. Individuals could 
clearly see the consequences of an action, 
and realize how it affected them, and there-
fore they were able to become passionate and 
care about it. It has given the average cit-
izen a reason to become concerned and ac-
tive in today’s political environment. 

‘‘Now, let us consider teenagers specifi-
cally within this post 9/11 America. In many 
ways, a significant number of teens remain 
unaffected by what transpired three years 
ago today. This is because, unlike adults, 
many have not been greatly inconvenienced 
or exposed to the results of the attacks. 
Their parents handle travel arrangements, 
buy groceries, and generally manage all of 
the details of life that go unnoticed by teen-
agers, leaving the teens to their own, smaller 
worlds that still remain detached from the 
reality that everyone else experiences. How-
ever, a great many teenagers have been just 
as affected, if not more so, as their adult 
counterparts. 

‘‘Immediately after 9/11, news coverage 
showed grief and fear evidenced across the 
spectrum of American citizenry, including 
teenagers. Afterwards, however, once fear 
and grief were reined in, and determination 
and strength were in control, focus shifted to 
older subjects and viewers. This meant that 
teenagers were left behind, with the final im-
ages of their reactions displaying a time of 
vulnerability, with none of the strength and 
determination that followed for them. Teens 
have last been portrayed as afraid, or mourn-
ing, and have yet been given a chance to 
truly speak again and show how they have 
adjusted and thrived like adults have. 

‘‘9/11 has stirred passions on both ends of 
the political scale amongst teenagers. Be-
cause of the terrible events of that day, 
teens have put significant thought into what 
happened, why, how they feel about it, and 
what should be done. Teens have powerful 
feelings on a number of political issues, be it 
the new measures and laws that have been 
passed in the interest of Homeland Security, 
to the war on Iraq, and to the United States’ 
Un-relations. Unfortunately, teens have not 
been given an opportunity to express these 
feelings and vent this pressure that builds up 
inside of them. As a result, it is easy for 
them to become resentful towards adults, 
who tell the teenagers how the world is and 
give little thought to asking them if they 
disagree, or if they would like to respond. 

‘‘As a result of these pent up emotions and 
the uncertain environment that was created, 
many teenagers, especially those that are al-
ready troubled, have had increasing emo-
tional problems. Heightened aggression, 
changing lifestyle and habits, depression, 
paranoia, increasing isolation, anxiety, and 
more are symptoms of these problems. 

‘‘This is why it is so important for Ameri-
cans to turn to the younger members of our 
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